CONSIDERED: /BG/ 



IN THU UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In m Application of: Sharon Lesk 



Group Art Unit: 3?2S 



Serial No.: 10725,857 



Examiner : Bryon P. Gehman 



Filed: Member 1,2003 



Any, Dkt. No/ 7288-1 02/1 03 12532 



for: Flower Container 



Confirmation No/ 2832 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313^1450 



L Sharon Imh do declaim that: 



1 am a cttben of the United Stales residing at Flat 6, The Piper Building, 
Peteriwoiigh Road, London SW6 3EF, England. 1 am ato a co^inventor for the 
above-atpiioited application and a lawyer licensed to pmciicc law in California. 

Ail of the facts sinied in this declaration arc personalty known to me unless 
otherwise so indicated* md if called upon. ! coald testify to such facts. 

1 have been informed that the claims have been reacted because the Examiner has 
questioned ivftefher the relationship between the lop edge of the inner wall of the 
ring being lower than the top edge of the outer will of the container wits part af 
the original invention patent application and further whether the difference in 
height between the fop edges of the inner aid outer walls of the ring was a feature 
of the invention when the patent application was filed on December K 2003. 

On March 28, 2003, I received a sample of the flower container which is the 

subject of the above patent application from Met Km Plastic Factory in Shenzhen, 
China, having the inner wail of the grooved ring with a height below the outer 
wail of the ring and having the lip of the ring resting on the fop edge of the outer 
wall of the flower container. This sample reflected my slated intention of having 



ihc outer wall of the container serve as a hackspiash to direct liquid seen! like 
essential oils back into the ring and flower container as well as directing water 
hack into the ring and flower container when used with fesh flowers and not into 
the interior of a moving vehicle. 

Attached as Exhibit 1 is a set of photographs (figures 1 A IC) of the flower 
container which me true and correct photographs of the actual flower container, 
which is identical to the March 28, 2003 sample and made from the same trial 
mold, He sample shown in Exhibit 1 was given to my patent attorney on 
October 21, 2003 to assist him in drafting the patent application and creating the 
drawings for that patent application. The photos in Exhibit ! show the inner wall 
of the grooved ring with a height below the outer wall of the ring which has the. 
lip of the ring resting on the lop edge of the outer wall of the flower container 
These photographs are consistent with Figure 6 of the patent application and 
dearly disclose the relationship of the inner wall (35) of the ring having an tipper 
edge which has a height below the upper edge of the outer wall (28 )... Figure 1A 
specifically is a photograph of the grooved ring that was produced by Mei ICee 
Plastic Factory. Shenzhen. China, in late 2003 showing the grooved ring design 
which is the same as thai shown in patent drawings. Fig. IB is a photograph of 
the entire flower container with the grooved ring m pinec, The height difference 
described above is clearly visible. Figure iC is a photograph of the bottom of the 
flower container showing a copyright notice far the year 2002. The concept of 
having the inner wail being lower than the outer wall was certainly a concept thai 
was disclosed in the drawings when the patent application was filed. 

Exhibit 2 is a set of photographs (Figures 2A-2C) of an additional sample 
feceived on March 28. 2003 which was to show what a trial mold could produce. 
We sent om liquid seen! to Mei Kee Plastic Factory, and they mixed it with wax 
and put the scented wax in the ring of the Kxhibtt 2 sample. I tested this sample 
in my father's car in Phoenix on June L 2003 and a! 10:00 in the morning, it 
completely liquefied in 15 minutes. The higher outside sidewalk served 
effectively as a backspiash and kept the liquefied wax in the ong and vase and not 
in the parked car. 



Attached as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of a sample sales brochure used 
shortly after the patent application was applied for. The significance of this 
brochure is that it explicitly states that the ring "provides a barrier to water loss" 
which is the reason for the outer edge (whether of the ring or the actual container 
wall) being higher than the edge of the inner wall of the ring. 



I declare that all statements made herein of my mm knowledge are true, and that all 
statements of my own belief are believed to be true, and further that these statements were made 
with the knowledge that willful false statements are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under § 1001 of Title IH of the United States Code. 



July -if, 2010 
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Exhibit 3 



VEHICLE VASE 

PATENT PENDING 

Custom-designed vase fits in the drink 
holder of any vehicle The beauty and 
aroma of flower* make daily driving 
moreertjOyabJe. 




P#rtttbfe Compact, lightweight, and 
easy to move. 

Durable Shatter-resistant black 
acrylic goes with every decor, 

Sera/* Built-in prongs hold flowers 
in place, and weigh led bottom adds 
resistance to ti ppi ng, 

Praetteaf Detachable acrylic ring 
provides sup pari fur fresh or syn- 
thetic flower arrangements. The ring 
channel holds fragrances or air 
freshener (for use with synthetic 
flowers) and provides a barrier to 
water Joss, 



Versatile Dozens of uses for: 

• Business ~ real estate agents sales 
reps, decorators, fundraisers, and 
anyone who uses a car or truck for 
meeting with and transporting 
Customers... 

• Fomiiy - carpools, sports Outings, 
and special events.,. 

• Measure -holiday celebrations, 
romantic dinners; thank you gifts, 
or weekend getaways , . 

The vases also m&fce ideal gifts and 
promotional premiums. 



1601 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 446 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
t310.7S5.9504 
f; 3 10.785 .9505 
wwwtlowerpowenncnst 
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